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School Shootings
   PERIE Framework.
Problem: What is the problem?
Mass shootings have been a problem in the USA for a long time. America is the only wealthy nation that has the most mass shootings in the world. The problem has been caused by the lenient gun laws in the country. Again, guns in the nation are relatively affordable, and Americans believe that it is their right to own a firearm. The type of mass shooting I will discuss is school shootings. In 2019 there have been 22 school shootings in America. School shootings can occur anywhere within the school that is in the hallway, classes, field, or parking. The 22 shootings have occurred in elementary school, high schools, and universities. Three million children in America are exposed to shooting annually. Mass shootings in American result in the death of 2900 children and injury of 15600. School shootings have led to an outcry in the nation as children are no longer safe in school. Parents worry that their children are exposed to shootings every time they go to school. Many of these shootings occur in schools with a high population of students. Additionally, these school shooting lead to depression and anxiety as students witness the killing of their classmates.
Etiology: What are the contributory causes?
According to Hannaford, (2018), there are many causes of school shootings in American but one of the leading reasons for school shootings are the gun laws in America. It is easy for an American to purchase a gun at any store legally. Some of the school shooters in American had purchased their weapons legally. The lenient gun laws in American make it easy for any person to buy a gun. Another cause of school shootings in America is mental health. People who suffer from mental health are likely to open fire at a school. Again, safety laws is another problem that causes school shootings in America (Hannaford, 2018). Gun owners should hide their guns from children and malicious people. Many are the times unauthorized people steal guns from authorized gun owners and kill many people. Again, Americans do not educate their children on the dangers of weapons. In America, owning a gun is linked to modernization, and for this reason, many young people buy guns to be considered part of modernity. Unfortunately, many young adults are not trained on how to use these guns and do not know the dangers of possessing a firearm.
Recommendations: What works to reduce the impacts?
Mass shooting is an urgent issue that needs to be solved. Some of the recommendations I can offer is one; the government should place stronger gun laws that hinder people from accessing these guns. Again, the government, together with the community, should educate people; especially the young that weapons are dangerous and are should not be handles recklessly. Many young adults will purchase guns not because they need them, but because they want to look modernized. This is common in violent prone environments. The community should step up and ensure that dangerous people do not possess guns or have proximity to a firearm.
Additionally, those who own guns should hide them somewhere safe where no one else but them can access them (Hannaford, 2018). Weapons which are kept carelessly may land in the hands of a malicious person or a mentally ill person who is likely to cause mass shooting (Hannaford, 2018). Equally, since mental illness is one of the causes of school shootings in America, those who possess the arms should be subjected to mental tests. Mental health patients should be closely monitored and again, the government should come up with programs to reduce mental illnesses among the people.  
Implementation: How can we get the job done?
[bookmark: _GoBack]First, the government should limit the sale of guns to only government-owned stores. Additionally, the price of firearms should be so expensive that only a few people can afford. Also, gun ownership should be limited to young people and people who are likely to harm others. Before a person is given a license of gun ownership; background check should be carried out on the person to ensure he or she does not have any mental illness or have a criminal record (Fleshman, 2019). Also, tough laws should be created to ensure every person who owns a gun must store it safely and if the gun to harm others, the owner of the gun is charged with negligence. The government should insist on mandatory training for gun owners.
 Also, gun owners should be trained on safe and secure storage of guns. Since mass shootings is a public health issue, the health industry should ensure that mental health is no longer a problem in the community (Fleshman, 2019). To eradicate mental illness, public health should see to it that any person who is suffering from depression or trauma is treated before this condition becomes worse. Again, research should be carried out to explore the connection between masculinity and gun violence. Since many mass shooters are men, researchers should find out why men are likely to open fire in public and especially in schools (Fleshman, 2019). Notably, mass shootings are frequent in poor neighborhoods where many people are unemployed and engage in illegal activities. The government should reduce economic inequalities which may lead to mass shootings. 
Evaluation: How well do the interventions work in practice?
Some of the strategies that have been implemented to reduce schooling shootings in the USA are; one, funding schools to train and educate students on preventing violence measures and responding to mental health crises (Timmons, 2019). Two, creating threat assessment and crisis intervention teams to develop technologies for local anonymous reporting systems (Timmons, 2019). Three, there has been a focus identifying students who are likely to suffer from mental health and treating them before they become a menace. These measures were legislated last year, but school shootings are still taking place. Legislators say that these measures are at their introduction stage and may take a while for results to be seen. Other measures such as background checks, limiting the access of guns for young people are yet to be implemented. These measures lack support from key government officials and also the President and thus become difficult to achieve.
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